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SUBJECT: AMBASSADORIAL LUNCH: FLAG TOURS 

AT EMBASSY BONN'S REQUEST WE ARE REPEATING A 
TEXT OF US INTRA-BERLIN MESSAGE COMMENTING ON 
BRITISH REPORT SEPTEL 

FOLLOWING IS REPEATE OF U.S. INTRA BERLIN 0043 
OF JANUARY 25, 1977 

QUOTE 

SUB J : AMBASSADORIAL LUNCH: FLAG TOURS 

REF: UNNUMBERED BRIB OF 21 JAN 1977 

1 . WE THINK ABRASIMOV WAS EXAGGERATING THE EXTENT AND 
SCOPE OF OUR PATROL ACTIVITIES. WE SEND AN AVERAGE OF FOUR 
AND A MAXIMUM OF FIVE PATROLS TO THE SOVIET SECTOR EACH DAY. 

LAST WEEK WE SENT 28 PATROLS, OF WHICH TEN PASSED THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY. OUR FLAG TOURS DO NOT NORMALLY TAKE CAMERAS, IN 
FACT THEY HAVE ONLY DONE SO TWICE SINCE OCTOBER. IN ADDITION 
THEY DO NOT STOP IN FRONT OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY TO MAKE 
OBSERVATIONS OF ITS VISITORS. THE MAIN REASON WE HAVE AS 
MANY AS TEN OR TWELEVE PATROLS GOING PAST THE SOVIET 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 USBERL 00296 280813Z 

EMBASSY EACH WEEK IS BECAUSE IT LIES ON A MAJOR THOROUGHFARE 
IN THE SOVIET SECTOR. 

2. IT MAY BE THAT PASSENGERS IN OUR PRIVATE CARS ARE STOPPING 
OUTSIDE OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY AND TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS 

OF IT, AS IT IS TO SOME, I SUPPOSE, A PHOTOGRAPHERS' 

CURIOSITY. OUR REGULATIONS DO NOT FORBID PHOTOGRAPHING 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY, NOR DO.AS FAR AS WE KNOW, REGULA- 
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TIONS IN EFFECT IN THE EASTERN SECTOR. 

3. AS REGARDS ABRASIMOV'S ASSERTION THAT THERE IS 
ONLY AN AVERAGE OF ONE SOVIET CAR VISITING EACH OF THE 
THREE WESTERN SECTORS PER WEEK , WE FIND THE FACTS 
CONTRADICT HIM. IN THE WEEK JAN. 10-16. 40 SOVIET 
VEHICLES CAME TO OUR SECTORS, 7 OF WHICH WERE TO DELIVER 
THE BASC CONTINGENT AND 7 TO SERVICE THE SOVIET WAR 
MEMORIAL, LEAVING 26 VEHICLES FOR AN AVERAGE OF 3-4 
PATROLS A DAY. 

4. IF ABRASIMOV RAISES THIS MATTER AGAIN, OR IF IT COMES 
UP IN DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER SOVIET OFFICIALS, WE INTEND 
TO RESPOND THAT WE THINK OUR PERIODIC VISITS BY OUR 
MILITARY VEHICLES TO EAST BERLIN ARE MODEST. WE NOTE 
THAT A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION OF THEM DO NOT GO PAST 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY. IT MAY BE THAT PRIVATE VISITORS 

TO THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN THE SOVIET SECTOR FIND IT 
INTERESTING TO MAKE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY. 
BUT SURELY THIS IS NOT SOMETHING THE SOVIETS WOULD OBJECT 
TO ANY MORE THAN THEY WOULD OBJECT TO PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
AMERICAN TOURISTS OF RED SQUARE AND THE KREMLIN. WE 
ARE INTERESTED IN THE REMARK THAT THERE IS JUST ONE 
VISIT PER WEEK TO EACH OF THE THREE SECTORS WHEN IN 
FACT RECORDS SUGGEST THAT THERE ARE MORE LIKE THREE OR 
FOUR PER DAY. 

5. MORE IMPORTANT TO US IN THIS MATTER IS THE APPEARANCE 
OF ABRASIMOV'S REMARKS IN THE CONTEXT OF RECENT ALLIED 
AND FRG ACTIONS ( AND NON-ACTIONS) WITH REGARD TO 

GDR ASSAULTS ON THE STATUS OF GREATER BERLIN. WITH 

THE RECENT EROSION OF UNIQUE ELEMENTS WHICH DISTINGUISH 
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EAST BERLIN FROM THE GDR, WE FIND THE RIGHT OF ALLIED 
ACCESS BECOMING MORE AND MORE AN ISOLATED DISTINGUISHING 
FEATURE. 

UNQUOTE 

DAVIS 
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